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Why should the Germans, once they had begun a new
offensive, give quarter ? Why should they not press on and
take what they would from a totally defenceless people ?
Would the Russians have time to sign a treaty ? " This
beast springs suddenly ", said Lenin. He saw it all so
clearly. But the glory of the November days still blinded
the eyes of the others. Trotsky talked of the revolution
imminent in Central Europe. " We cannot put our trust in
the German proletariat ", cried Lenin from the depths of
his own revelation. " Germany is only pregnant with
revolution. The second month must not be mistaken for
the ninth. But here in Russia we have a healthy, lusty
child. We may kill it if we start a war." To Bukharin and
his followers Lenin declared : " The position of the Germans
on the islands of the Baltic is such that in an offensive they
could take Reval and Petrograd with bare hands ".

All in vain. Russia was in a revolutionary war fever.
That same people who had clamoured for peace at any
price now called with equal enthusiasm for a holy war.
But the army was not there ; it had melted away.

Rather than surrender to this policy of sheer insanity,
Lenin sought to compromise with Trotsky. He did not
agree with Trotsky's plans and was convinced that they
would lead to failure, with acceptance of worse terms as an
inevitable consequence. But, short of a second coup d'etat
and a split within the party from which it might never
recover, he could not succeed in imposing his own views
upon his colleagues. Between the danger of a harsher
peace and the certain disaster of a " revolutionary war ",
Lenin chose the first unhesitatingly. He consented to give
Trotsky's policy a trial.

" But in that case you won't support the slogan of
revolutionary war, will you ? " Lenin asked as they sealed
the compact.

" Under no circumstances."

" Then the experiment will probably not be so dangerous.